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Led by a small but energetic group of women in the Tri-City area in the early 90’s, the 

Assistance League of North Coast was first organized as a guild in 1992 and by March 21, 

President’s Mesage 
Dear   Friends, 

 
As we go about our everyday lives, 

focused on our own needs, our own 
challenges, our own woes, we often miss 
the opportunity to see needs of those 
around us.    For this reason, Assistance 
League® of North Coast is an important 
entity in this community. Our members give 
of their time and talents to meet these 
unnoticed needs.  Whether it is working in 
the Assistance League Thrift Shop, sorting 
books to distribute to local schools for the “I 
Love to Read” program, fitting shoes and 
socks on the feet of disadvantaged youth, 
or teaching personal safety to third graders, 
ALNC is busy giving its best effort to 
improve the condition of people in need. To 
accomplish this we need you as our partner. 
Consider becoming a member of this 
dynamic and ever busy group of community 

 

 
 

“I Love to Read and I’m good at it” is not 
only the motto for the Assistance League® 
of North Coast’s reading program in North 
County schools, but it’s the imprint on the 
T-Shirts the kids compete for when they 
finish a book. 

In the last year, more than 4,500 books – 
from fiction to history to biographical 
documentaries— have been put in the hands 
of students to promote excitement and 
interest in reading. 

Anna Manwaring, chairman of the “I Love 
to Read” program, said 
each school is assigned an 
ALNC volunteer liaison 
who works throughout the 
year with the schools to 
provide assistance with 
the program. 

Manwaring said the 
four-year-old program, 
reaches out to youngsters 

 

 
 

Once the books arrive, 
they will be sorted by 
ALNC committee 
members as to 
age-appropriate reading 
levels and interests. It 
requires lots of hands 
and many hours to get 
the thousands of books labeled and 
distributed to the various schools, Manwar- 
ing said. “Thanks to our volunteers our 
children will have good books to help them 

learn.” 

Assistance League® of 
North Coast is a non-profit 
all-volunteer organization 
whose dedicated members 
identify, develop, and fund 
philanthropic projects to 
serve the unmet needs of 
children and adults in the 
North County communities 

Sandra Matheus 2000, the organization was chartered as the 105th chapter of the National Assistance 

League.   Today, the all-volunteer Chapter is 120 members strong and has provided
 

volunteers.  Make a donation so that our 
programs remain vital. Bring your gently 

in schools that have a 50% 
poverty rate or greater. 

ALNC volunteers help sort and 
distribute books for Oceanside and 

of Carlsbad, Oceanside and 
Vista. The organization 

2nd Vice President, Philanthropy: 
Rosie Lopez important services to more than 10,000 children and families in the communities of used and no longer needed clothing and Under the program, she 

said, each child who signs 
Vista schools for the "I Love to Read" operates a Thrift Shop at 
program.  From left are Cheryl Geigle, 1830 Oceanside Blvd. 

 

3rd Vice President, Resource Dev: Carlsbad, Oceanside and Vista. household items to our Thrift Shop, and  

up for ‘I Love to Read’ is Helen Clark and Lois Martyns. Proceeds from thrift shop 
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PURPOSE: The purpose of the organization is to carry out a program of philanthropy 

work in the community with a focus on children.  The Assistance League administers 

programs that connect to children, from pre-school to graduating seniors in the three 

school districts, who are in need of clothing, uniforms, shoes, books and other supplies. 

The League also has programs which serves families and senior citizens. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
Assistance League of North Coast is dedicated to serving the needs,

 

while you are there, find just the thing you 
have been missing, or the perfect gift for 
someone. Tell a friend, neighbor or family 
member about us and the work we do. With 
you as our partner, we can do more and 
more to improve life in our community. 
 
Best Wishes for a peaceful holiday, 

Kristin Stewart  
President, Assistance League of North Coast

 

given a goal and if the student accomplishes 
his or her goal the student receives a T-shirt 
with the inscription saying, “I Love to Read 
and I’m Good at It.” Manwaring said they 
also receive movie tickets to Ultra Star 
Theaters. 

The books came from a grant from the 
Molina Foundation in Torrance as part of its 
“Book Buddies” program that provides more 
than 200,000 books to Assistance League 

sales, donations and grants make possible 
the book programs and 12 other philan- 
thropic programs that it operates. 

In addition to “I Love to Read,” ALNC 
also provides books for Oceanside and Vista 
school libraries through its “World of 
Books” program, which has provided more 
than $85,000 worth of books since it 
began. Nickie Henderson, chairman for the 
library book program, has seen thousands 
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primarily of children, in the communities of Carlsbad, Oceanside 

and Vista with the goal of providing a positive starting point for 

academic success. 

 
VISION STATEMENT: The organization’s long term goal is to 

become the premier philanthropic organization in North San Diego 

County, connecting with deserving children whose needs are 

unmet. 

 
 
 

 
Nickie Henderson 

labels books that will 

go to school libraries 

in the North County 

school districts. 

chapters throughout the country. The 
Molina Foundation strives to reduce 
disparities in education and health status 
with a focus on under-served populations. 
At the end of the year the ALNC committee 
looks at the evaluations the schools provide, 
and it sets goals accordingly for the coming 
year, Manwaring said. This year ALNC has 
received books from the Ella Fitzgerald 
Foundation. 

of books reach the hands of children who 
might not have books at home. 

She works with Librarians from the 
school districts to assure they have 
reference books, as well as fiction and 
non-fiction.  “Some of the kids don’t even 
have a dictionary at home or a computer to 
look up definitions and spelling, so these 
books are very precious to them and they 
treat them with care,” Henderson said. 

http://www.assistanceleaguenorthcoast.com/


 
 
 
 

Assistance League® of North Coast 

(ALNC) recently discovered that San 

Luis Rey Elementary School in 

Oceanside did not have computers 

available to its students in a learning 

lab environment. 

Because of budget cuts and the high 

cost of establishing a computer lab, 

the school was struggling to give its 

students a necessary opportunity to 

learn how to become technology 

comfortable. Many of the students at 

this school come from low income 

homes and do not have 

access to computers. 

ALNC provided a 
$25,000 gift to SLR 
School to be used 

toward a new computer 

 
 
 
 
lab. Last month, members of ALNC 

were invited to the SLR Elementary 

School for a “Thank You”assembly 

and to see the new Computer Lab in 

use with students. 

ALNC is a non-profit, all-volunteer 

organization whose dedicated 

members identify, develop and fund 

many programs that serve the unmet 

needs of children in the North County. 

ALNC saw a need and provided the 

solution--Caring and Commitment in 

Action! 

 
Students, Alana Fesili and 

Jordan Lewis with teacher Jane 

Paulson, left at San Luis Rey 

Elementary school thank 

Assistance League of North 

Coast President Kriss Stewart, 

middle, and Helen Clark, right, 

for funding the computer lab. 

GE 
 

The Assistance League® of North 

Coast (ALNC) has a Speakers’ Bureau 

that provides information and video 

presentations to local organizations 

and groups in the North County. 

Programs feature the League’s 13 

philanthropic programs which helps 

children and families in the Tri-City 

area of Carlsbad, Oceanside and 

Vista. 

ALNC programs range from youth 

literacy, such as “I Love to Read,” to 

the “Footsteps” program which 

provides needed shoes, socks and 

hygiene items for elementary aged 

children in the Carlsbad, Oceanside 

and Vista school districts. 

To schedule a speaker for your orga- 

nization or group, contact Maureen 

Simons at 760-722-2286 or visit 

www.assistanceleaguenorthcoast.com 

and click on “Contact Us.” 

 
 

 
There seems to always be a last minute gift that needs 

buying, wrapping, and gifting, even when you think you've 

covered everyone. 

The Thrift Shop that is operated by the Assistance League® 

of North Coast is the place to find that special little item for a 

friend, neighbor, hair stylist or barber. From tiny miniatures 

to hand-painted china, antique dolls, games and puzzles. 

Some are brand new, others barely used.  Some clothing still 

has the original tags on them, never worn. 

Whatever you're looking for, there's something for every- 

one. And don't overlook the holiday outfits…whether for New 

Year's celebrations or cruise wear, The ALNC Thrift Shop has 

great finds. 

Visit us today at 1830-B Oceanside Blvd. or visit 

www.assistanceleaguenorthcoast.com. The Shop is open six days 

a week from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 

10a.m. to 6 p.m. on Mondays. 
 
 
 

 
“We make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give” 
-- Winston Churchill 

As we approach the end of the year many people are look- 

ing for a way to reduce their tax liability while doing good for 

the community. 

 

Kathy Marre 

Recognized by Philanthropic Council 
 

Kathy Marre, ALNC’s Thrift Shop 

Manager, was officially recognized 

as  Assistance League of  North 

Coast’s 2011 Volunteer of the Year 

at the North County Philanthropy 

Council’s annual recognition 

luncheon last month. Kathy has 

been a member of ALNC for six 

years and has served on many 

different committees including 

grant writing. 

As  Manager of  the  Thrift Shop  she  oversees the 

day-to-operation and is responsible for the volunteer force 

that keeps the shop running smoothly. 
 
 
 
 

 
Teen Partners are 

members of Assis- 

tance League® of 

North Coast, a 

chapter of the 

Currently, ALNC conducts and funds 13 programs that directly benefit children and families in need.  These programs include: This year, Assistance League® of North Coast has the National Assis- 
 

Baby Real Deal: Helps teens 

avoid pregnancies through use of 

infant simulators that give them 

experience in parenting. The life-like 

infants are programmed to cry at 

various times of the day and cannot 

be left alone so the teens must treat 

the “baby” exactly like a real child. 

No one else but the “parent” can tend 

the baby, giving teens experience of 

what real parenting is like. 

Chapters for Children: With 

several other Assistance League 

Chapters in the area, we distribute 

clothing to children at Camp 

Pendleton. 

Clothing Children: Uniforms are 

provided to elementary students in 

the Oceanside Unified School 

 

and those dealing with extreme 

poverty. 

Emergency Clothing: We provide 

clothing at elementary schools for 

children who have unforeseen 

accidents during the school day. The 

school health technician helps with 

identification and distribution. 

Footsteps: We partner with Payless 

ShoeSource to fit nearly 2,000 needy 

children with shoes, socks and 

hygiene kits each year 

Health Kits: Personal hygiene kits 

are delivered to the Footsteps 

program each Wednesday during the 

school year and given to each child 

attending. The kit contains hygiene 

items such as toothbrushes, tooth 

paste, shampoo, wash cloths, combs 

 

present the "Home Alone" program, 

showing a video about harmful 

situations, and providing a workbook 

to take home with to work on with 

their parents. 

New Haven Boys: ALNC helps 

troubled teen boys who are wards of 

the state by providing clothing three 

times a year in spring, fall and 

winter. We partner with JC Penney 

where we shop and pay for the 

clothing at reduced prices. 

Volunteers assist the boys in 

selecting appropriate clothes. 

Wee Help: Provides dozens of 

layettes to teen mothers in Vista and 

Oceanside Schools. ALNC Members, 

the "Nifty Knitters," knit, sew and 

quilt items for layettes. 

answer:  a contribution to ALNC to help with a tax- 

deductible gift while the organization benefits doubly with 

matching funds from the San  Dieg o Foun dat io n . 

It’s all part of the Foundation’s first online, 36-hour 

matching fund event dubbed, “giveBIG ,” which offers 

donors from all over San Diego County the opportunity to 

donate to ALNC. Donations of $25 or more can be made by 

credit card. 

Each dollar will be matched by the San  Dieg o 

Foundationôs donors, which gives ALNC more resources to 

help children living in poverty in our community be success- 

ful in school. Interested donors can join in the fundraising 

event from 7 a.m. Dec. 14 through 7 p.m. December 15. 

through http://bettergivingsd.guidestar.org. 

Click on the Find Nonprofits box and type in 

‘Assistance League of North Coast’ and help 

us make a difference in a child’s life by 

donating to “give BI G”. 

tance League. 
ALNC invites high 

school teens to 

join the Teen 

Volunteer Partners that meet 

once a month to participate in community projects. 

Their first orientation meeting was held at the ALNC 

Thrift Shop on Oceanside Boulevard where students 

enjoyed pizza and discussed projects for this year. 

Pictured, seated: Haley Dube, left, Kirby Lyda and 

Kailand Littlefield. Standing: Michelina Kelley and 

Nicolle Stotts, with sponsors Katherine Grossberg and 

Cynthia Keith. This opportunity provides a fun way for 

teens to meet new friends, get community service hours, 

develop leadership skills and add to a college resume. 

The program is open to all high school students in 

Carlsbad, Oceanside and Vista. 

Email:ALNCTeenPartners@gmail.com 

District. 

Community Assistance: A 

special fund is established to help 

meet urgent and unexpected needs in 

the community, such as assisting 

schools with specific needs, providing 

clothing in emergencies such as fire 

and soap. 

Home Alone: This is a personal 

safety program that teaches children 

how to protect themselves from a 

potential problem whether at home 

alone or out in the community. 

Volunteers go into the classroom and 

Assisting Angels: Volunteer 

members serve residents at Rancho 

Vista Retirement Home. Members 

play bingo with residents while 

supplying refreshments and prizes. 

They also assist with holiday parties 

at the home. 

ALNC is unique in that it is an all-volunteer organization that has no 
paid staff. All funds that are raised by volunteers stay in the commu- 

nity through programs, goods and services. For the first five months 

of the year, including Autumn Fantasy receipts as of Oct. 31, the 

organization  had revenues of  $133,602  and spent more than 

$67,829 on direct services for children’s programs. Total operating 

expense was $101,860. 

INCOME  
Other 

 
Thrift Shop 

 
Autumn Fantasy 

 
Grants & Contributions 

EXPENSE  
Programs Thrift 

Shop Autumn 

Fantasy 

Management 
& General 

*For more information on Assistance League® North Coast’s finances, visit www.assistanceleaguenorthcoast.com and click on Guidestar at the bottom of the page. 
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